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PASSOVER ON CAMPUS SERIES WIN 
Students share their plans 
for Passover, what their 
The Eastern baseball team won a 
three-game series against Southeast 
Missouri over the weekend. Judaism means to them. PAGE 3 
PAGE 4 






Staff Report I @DEN_news 
Eastern is seeking volunteers to assit with 
the Spring 2021 commencement ceremo-
nies. 
Four ceremonies are planned for May 8: 
• College of Health and Human Servic-
es, 9 a.m. 
• College of Education, 12 p.m. 
• Lumpkin College of Business and Tech-
nology, 3 p.m. 
• College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 6 
p.m. 
Volunteers are needed for collecting tick-
ets, passing out programs, helping with 
check-in, assisting with wheelchairs and 
helping answer guest and graduate ques-
tions. 
Those volunteering can work from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. or for the en-
tire day. 
Those who are interested in attending can 
contact Amber May in the Alumni Services 
Office at ammay@eiu.edu or 581-6425. 
The News Staff can be reached at 581-2812 





Staff Report I @DEN_news 
Faculty members interested in participating in 
the May 2021 commencement ceremonies should 
fill out a form in Eastern's newsletter to inform the 
university of their interest. 
Four ceremonies are planned for May 8: 
• College of Health and Human Services, 9 a.m. 
• College of Education, 12 p.m. 
• Lumpkin College of Business and Technolo-
gy, 3 p.m. 
• College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 6 p.m. 
All ceremonies will take place in-person at 
O'Brien Field. 
Faculty who are attending and in need of a cap 
and gown can find those items via a link in East-
em's newsletter. The deadline to order is April 1. 
Questions can be directed to Amber May with 
Alumni Services at ammay@eiu.edu or 581-6425. 
The News Staff can be reached at 581-2812orat 
dennewsdesk@eiu.edu. 
"TELL THE TRUTH AND DON'T BE AFRAID" 
Sudoku and sun 
ASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Katie Webb, a junior english major, Jaclyn Thomas, a junior communication major, and Katryna Wilkes, a junior political science 
major sit on the south quad listening to music and doing sudoku puzzles while enjoying the weather Sunday. 
Naming Committee for\J.IDS to continue 
By Corryn Brock 
News Editor I @corryn_brock 
Eastern's Naming Committee will host 
its final three forums on the potential re-
maining of Douglas Hall. 
The upcoming forums will focus on spe-
cific student groups within the student 
body that the Naming Committee identi-
fied as groups whose input would be impor-
tant for the committee to hear. 
The forums will include: 
• Eastern students affiliated with the 
Black Student Union, the Latin American 
Student Organization, Alpha Psi Lamb-
da, the National Pan-Hellenic Council and 
Eastern's chapter of the NAACP (March 29, 
4 p.m.; contact Mona Davenport at mydav-
enport@eiu.edu for log-in information) 
• Eastern students affiliated with East-
ern's Student Government, the Interfra-
ternity Council and PanHellenic Council 
(March 30, 4 p.m.; contact Davenport at 
mydavenport@eiu.edu for log-in informa-
tion) 
• Eastern Students affiliated with East-
em's Residence Hall Association (April 1, 5 
. p.m.; ~ontact Ken Werstein kawetstein@eiu. 
edu for the meeting log-in information) 
The committee has hosted forums for 
staff, faculty, the entire student body and 
an open community forum. 
Currently, the Naming Committee is 
seeking to collect information to make a 
recommendation to University President 
David Glassman on if the university should 
rename or retain the name of Douglas Hall. 
• Douglas Hall is named after Stephen 
Douglas, former U.S. Senator who on mul-
tiple occasions opposed Abraham Lincoln 
in elections and ideals. 
Douglas Hall was named at the same 
time as Lincoln Hall , which was meant to 
honor a debate that took place in 1858 in 
Charleston between the two men. 
Glassman said there is no doubt Douglas 
was a racist, as well as no doubt the univer-
sity meant to honor his ideologies. 
"There is no doubt that Stephen Doug-
las was a racist and an ardent supporter of 
slavery and there is no doubt the naming 
of Douglas Hall on EIU's was never meant 
to commemorate his racist ideology," Glass-
man said. "The naming on our campus was 
solely to commemorate a major historical 
debate that dealt with the national divisive 
issue of slavery in the 1850s and its impact 
on the eventual passing of the 13th amend-
ment of the Constitution under the presi-
dency of Abraham Lincoln in 1865.~ 
A potential name change has debated for 
over a decade. 
In an email to the campus community, 
Glassman explained how the issue has been 
handled in the past. 
"When this issue was reviewed in the 
past, it was the recommendation of the 
Naming Committee to retain the name of 
Douglas Hall as commemoration of the 
Lincoln-Douglas debate, however the com-
mittee further recommended that the uni-
versity serve to educate the public and its 
students about the context of the debate 
and the deplorable racist ideology and rhet-
oric of Douglas;" Glassman said. "To chat 
end, the university constructed a historical 
presentation outlining the Lincoln-Douglas 
debate located in Stevenson Hall between 
the Lincoln and Douglas residence halls." 
FORUMS, page 3 
Open mic to focus on pandemic struggles 
By Ryan Meyer 
Staff P.eporter I @OEN_news 
The Voices in Progress club is hosting an Open 
Mic Monday evening from 6-7:30 p.m. at 7th St. 
Underground. 
Charity Abner, a junior psychology major and 
president of the Voices in Progress club, said the 
goal of the open mic is to present a chance for 
students to demonstrate their creativity in a safe 
environment. 
"The purpose of this event is to help pro-
vide students an opportunity to not only express 
themselves but to also safely come together to 
connect," Abner said. 
"Whether it's through a poem, song or dance 
we wanted to create a safe space for our fellow 
students to come and share their story however 
way they see fit." 
OPEN MIC, page 3 
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Auto dealers sue Vaccinations expanded, 
Illinois EV makers teanis dispatched in 
over direct sales COVID- l 9 uptick 
CHICAGO (AP) - The Illi-
nois Automobile Dealers Associ-
ation has filed a lawsuit against 
the state and electric truck startup 
Rivian for selling vehicles directly 
to consumers. 
The lawsuit filed Thursday in 
Cook County Circuit Court also 
names Lucid Motors, an electric 
vehicle startup based in Califor-
nia that is planning to open a sales 
office in suburban Chicago. Riv-
ian began taking advance orders 
online in November and plans to 
open a Chicago showroom. 
"We have no choice but to file 
this lawsuit, both to protect con-
sumers as well as the hundreds of 
franchised dealers across the state 
who contribute to the local econ-
omy," dealer association president 
Pete Sander said in a statement 
Friday. The association represents 
more than 700 auto dealers. 
The lawsuit cites the Illinois Ve-
hicle Code and the Illinois Motor 
Vehicle Franchise Act, which man-
dates all vehicle sales to the public 
be made through licensed and in-
dependent franchised dealers. 
The Illinois attorney general's 
office issued an opinion last year 
that the law does not expressly re-
quire new manufacturers to estab-
lish dealership to sell their vehi-
cles. 
Secretary of State spokesman 
Dave Druker says the lawsuit will 
be reviewed and discussed with 
the Illinois attorney general's of-
fice. 
Rivian spokesman Leslie Hay-
ward declined to comment on the 
lawsuit. A representative for Lucid 
Motors could not immediately be 
reached for comment. 
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) - Illi-
nois public health officials on Friday 
approved universal COVID-19 vacci-
nation in areas where demand for the 
shots is lagging and pledged to dispatch 
mobile teams to boost vaccine distribu-
tion in one trouble spot as the disease's 
toll started to creep back up. 
And while other states are dumping 
mask mandates, Dr. Ngozi Ezike, the 
Illinois public health director, re-em-
phasized the need for face coverings and 
other well-known precautions such as 
social distancing, despite increasing sup-
plies of vaccine. 
The single-day total of confirmed 
and probable cases of the illness topped 
3,000 Friday for the first time in sev-
en weeks. Hospitalizations because of 
the virus have jumped by 15% in the 
past five days. The seven-day test pos-
itivity rate has crawled up to 3.2% af-
ter hitting a post-October low of2.5% 
on March 11. 
"Recent increases in hospital admis-
sions and test positivity are concerning 
new developments ... ," Ezike said in a 
statement. "We don't want to go down 
the same path we've seen before and ex-
perience a resurgence in the pandemic, 
which is why Gov. Pritzker directed us 
to use all our resources to halt these up-
ticks." 
Those include mobile rapid-response 
teams that will be dispatched to five 
counties - Boone, Carroll, Lee, Ogle, 
Whiteside - in northwest Illinois. 
Those areas have witnessed a week's 
worth of increased hospital bed usage 
and test positivity. 
Illinois officials expect to receive I 
million doses of the vaccine from the 
federal government next week, a re-
cord. By Friday, the state had received 
6.15 million doses and distributed 5.28 
million first or second shots, including 
364,302 to long-term care facility res-
idents. 
Illinois boy, 2, dies in hospital after falling into river 
MACHESNEY PARK, Ill. (AP) -A 
2-year-old northern Illinois boy has died 
days after being pulled from a river he fell 
into while walking along the waterway, 
authorities said. 
Jayce A. Keller of Rockford died 
Wednesday at a Madison, Wisconsin, 
hospital two days after he fell into the 
Rock River in the Winnebago County 
village of Machesney Park. He was found 
after Monday's fall in an inlet canal off of 
the river. 
The Dane County, Wisconsin, med-
ical examiner's office identified the boy 
and released his name, the Rockford Reg-
ister Star reponed. 
Preliminary autopsy results are pend-
ing further study and investigation, and 
additional testing is also under way, the 
medical examiner's office said. 
GOP lawmakers seek greater control over local elections 
Partisan takeovers of election boards. 
Threats to fine county election officials 
and overturn results. Even bans on giv-
ing water to voters while they stand in 
line. 
In addition to their nationwide ef-
forts to limit access to the ballot, Re-
publican lawmakers in some states are 
moving to gain greater control over the 
local mechanics of elections, from vot-
er registration all the way to certifying 
results. 
The bills, which have already be-
come law in Georgia and Iowa, resur-
•V 
rect elements of former President Don-
ald Trump's extraordinary campaign to 
subvert his loss, when his backers open-
ly floated the notion of having legisla-
tures override the will of the voters and 
launched legal challenges against mea-
sures that made it easier to vote during 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
"It's an overreach of power," said 
Aunna Dennis, executive director of the 
Georgia chapter of the voting advoca-
cy group Common Cause. "They're def-
initely trying to do an upheaval of our 
election system." 
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Jewish students share thoughts on Passover, Judaism 
By Elizabeth Taylor 
Associate News Editor I @DEN_news 
Passover, a holiday which primarily 
commemorates the Jewish people's ex-
odus from Egypt, begins on day 15 of 
the Jewish month Nissan. 
The Hebrew calendar operates dif-
ferently from the calendar which most 
countries use, so this year Nissan 15 
was March 27. 
Passover, or "Pesach" in Hebrew, 
lasts for a week, during which time 
Jews are not supposed to eat chametz 
{leavened bread) or have it in their 
homes. 
Many traditional Jewish foods are 
associated with Passover because they 
specifically make sure to leave any leav-
ening agents out of the recipes. 
On the first night of Passover, Jewish 
families have a ritualistic meal called 
the Seder which includes a series of 
specific foods that must be eaten and 
tasks- like washing your hands or say-
ing prayers- that must be completed in 
a certain order. 
For example, one step of this meal is 
called Maggid; the youngest person at 
the table asks a series of questions, and 
the answers to those questions tell the 
» OPEN MIC 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Abner noted that having a 
chance to be creative is important 
with the most stressful time of the 
school year coming up. 
"We decided to put on this 
event to find a way to help stu-
dents relieve the stress of mid-
terms and upcoming finals. With 
story of the first Passover. 
Celebrating this holiday can be very 
different for college students since 
they're away from their families. 
Yael Bartov, a junior psychology ma-
jor, said that while they didn't observe 
the Seder this year, they'll still try to 
avoid leavened foods during Passover. 
"On normal occasions [outside of 
the pandemic] my family would have 
a Seder dinner and we'd read the Hag-
gadah, which is basically the Passover 
guidebook," Bartov said. "It's kind of 
just one of those holidays that I'm not 
too big a fan of since a lot of things 
that I like to eat are leavened, and it's 
especially difficult when you go to 
school with dining halls that most of 
the time don't have much that isn't 
leavened." 
For some stude~ts, college is the first 
time that they could explore their faith 
and recognize holidays like Passover 
due to their family's decisions. 
Peter Dompke, a sophomore Eng-
lish education major, said that they are 
mostly new to practicing Judaism. 
"My family line was disrupted when 
my mother converted to Catholicism 
to marry my dad before I was born," 
Dompke said. 
the majority of classes being on-
line we feel more and more dis-
connected and feel more alone," 
Abner said. "We are hoping this 
event will help students alleviate 
whatever stress they are possibly 
enduring and give chem the op-
portunity to have fun and relax." 
While there is a limit to how 
many people can attend due to 
COVID-19 protocol, Abner said 
she is they reach capacity so she 
Judaism is traditionally matrilineal, 
meaning that only people with Jew-
ish ancestry on their mother's side are 
thought of as Jewish. 
"To me, being able to authentically 
celebrate Passover with friends, includ-
ed in a community, is a dream to work 
towards," Dompke said. "Jewish law 
is contested and convoluted at times, 
and depending on which rabbi I ap-
proach I may be considered a convert 
or a born Jew who was lost. Holidays 
like this make me more sure that this is 
what I want to be either way, and even 
if I may not be participating especial-
ly, a time like this makes me even more 
happy to dive into texts to study." 
While both Barrov and Dompke 
said that their Jewish identity didn't 
have much memorable effect on their 
day-to-day lives, Bartov did have ex-
periences being singled out at times in 
school. 
"I do remember being one of the 
only, if not the only Jewish kid in my 
class up until high school, and even 
then the other Jewish kid was a year 
behind me so I didn't share any classes 
with him outside of French. I remem-
ber every time we'd talk about the ho-
locaust everybody would turn to stare, 
can see as many performances as 
possible. 
"I hope we are able to reach 
our max 30 because I really want 
to hear and see a lot of my fellow 
students perform but we will be 
able to make this a great experi-
ence with whoever decides to at-
tend," Abner said. 
Ryan Meyer can be reached at 581-
2812 or at rameyer@eiu.edu. 
WI Kl MEDIA COMMONS PHOTO 
The Seder plate is sometimes used during the Seder meal. It has places 
for all of the different traditional foods involved during Passover. Each of 
the foods represents a different part of the Passover story. 
or the obligatory questions from kids 
during Christmas time when they'd al-
ways ask about if I get 8 presents be-
cause Hanukkah lasts 8 days," Bartov 
said. "I guess I did always sort of feel 
like an outsider, and as little as I know 
» FORUMS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
The previously hosted forums have 
shown a trend of individuals wanting 
the residence hall to be renamed. 
For those who were or will b~ un-
able to attend one of the forums, a 
survey is available at go.eiu.edu/EIU-
DouglasHallSurvey. 
The survey give background infor-
about my religion and culture or as lit-
tle as I feel connected, it was and is nice 
to be able to find other Jews in school." 
Elizabeth Taylor can be reached at 
egtaylor@eiu.edu. 
mation on the original naming, how 
the Naming Committee has acted on 
the issue previously and the different 
sides of the argument. 
Participants are encouraged to 
share whether they believe the Nam-
ing Committee should recommend 
to renaIT.1e Douglas Hall or retain the 
name. 








planned for POC 
student groups 
to be beneficial, 
enlightening 
The Naming Committee's decision 
to have student groups for people of col-
or have forums separate from the gener-
al student body was a smart move on the 
committee's behal£ 
While the general student body can, of 
course, offer insight into how the majority 
of the student body feels about the name 
of Douglas Hall, students of color can of-
fer much more to the committee. Specifi-
cally, students in groups like the NMCP 
have a stronger connection to issues peo-
ple of color face and activism for people 
of color. 
These students know and understand 
the struggles students of color lace. They 
will be able to share that understanding 
with the committee. 
We at The Daily &stem News believe 
Editorial Board 
that giving those students a louder voice 
in the question of whether the university 
should rename Douglas Hall is not only 
helpful to the committee, but necessary 
to understand how the name effects stu-
dents of color. 
White students cannot fully grasp the 
gravity of having a building named af-
ter a man who believed their race should 
be enslaved. As a majority-white editori-
al board we know most of us cannot fully 
understand the issues people of color face 
on Eastem's campus, nor should our voic-
es on the matter carry the same weight as 
our peers of color. 
That is why we hope the Naming 
Committee takes this opportunity to tru-
ly listen to the students who understand 
the gravity of this issue more than most. 
COLUMN 
Biden's reluctance ori. gun reforITI 
disappointing, understandable 
On Friday President Biden re-
ceived a lot of backlash after he 
said that gun control would not 
be his next priority even after the 
two mass shootings in a week. 
Bi den initially said on Tuesday 
that he did not need to "wait an-
other minute" to address the epi-
demic of gun violence, calling on 
the Senate to pass a ban on assault 
weapons and to close background 
check loopholes. Biden then disap-
pointed gun control proponents on 
Thursday when he sidestepped the 
issue. 
Biden was asked if he had made 
any decision on sending legisla-
tion to Congress that would repeal 
protections for gun manufacturers 
against civil liability for their prod-
ucts or taking executive actions 
such as funneling funds to states 
and cities to battle gun violence. 
"All the above," Biden respond-
ed. "It's a matter of timing .... 
Successful presidents before me 
... they're successful because they 
know how to time what they're do-
ing." · 
Kris Brown, president of Brady: 
United Against Gun Violence said, 
Lindsey Ulrey 
"I am disappointed, I will say, at 
what I heard from him." Maisha 
Fields, the vice president of orga-
nizing for Brady: United Against 
Gun Violence said, "I am disap-
pointed he has the nerve and au-
dacity to say he's going to do 
things in sequential order. It is 
out of order to have to bury your 
child. It's out of order to be shop-
ping for eggs and to have your life 
disrupted." 
Gun control supporters were 
surprised and appalled in this shift 
because just a year ago Biden said, 
"every day that we do nothing in 
response, it is an insult to the in-
numerable lives across this nation 
that have been forever shattered by 
gun violence." 
"I was very frustrated that he 
pivoted to infrastructure week," 
said Igor Volsky, the founder of 
Gun Down America. 
That the administration has not 
approached gun legislation with 
the same intensity that it brought 
to its $1.9 trillion pandemic rescue 
plan - which passed with no Re-
publican support - only added to 
his frustration, he said. 
"We saw what they can do when 
they hit the gas pedal," Volsky said. 
"They got it across despite unan-
imous opposition. That's the kind 
of leadership we need to see on this 
issue." 
Biden's choice to sidestep gun 
control was surprising to every-
one due to his past support for gun 
control. 
I think he did this because 
Biden knows better than anyone 
how difficult it would be to pass 
significant gun control legislation. 
Lindsey Ulrey is a freshman po-
litical science major. She can be 
reached at 581-2812 or lrulrey@ 
eiu.edu. 
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·Panthers get 1st conference series win 
By Adam Tumino 
Editor-in-Chief I @adam_tumino 
After a 3-2 loss to Southeast Mis-
souri Friday, the Eastern baseball team 
needed to sweep a Saturday double-
header if they wanted to win their first 
conference series win of the season. 
The Panthers did just that, beating 
the Redhawks 9-2 and 8-4 Saturday to 
take the series and improve to 4-5 in 
conference play this season. 
Eastern head coach Jason Anderson 
said that it was imponant for the team 
to not lose its third-straight series to 
begin conference play, and he was hap-
py with the way the team played Sat-
urday. 
"After losing (Friday's) game the 
way we did, our backs were really 
against the wall," Anderson said. "So I 
thought today we came out and played 
our best two games of baseball that 
we've probably played all year." 
Eastern's pitching staff, which had 
knocked around a bit in the first two 
conference series against Murray State 
and Tennessee Tech, was more effective 
against the Redhawks. 
In the first game Saturday, redshin-
sophomore pitcher Cameron Doherty 
pitched a season-high 7 innings, allow-
ing just 2 runs on 9 hits while record-
ing 9 strikeouts. He improved to 3-0 
on the season and lowered his team-
leading ERA to 2.87. 
Junior Kyle Lang pitched the final 
2 innings, allowing just 2 hits and no 
runs. 
Second baseman Lucas DiLuca got 
the Eastern offense rolling with a lead-
off double in the bottom of the first. 
He later scored on a ~-mn single from 
catcher Ryan Knernschield, who him-
self would score on a groundout from 
third baseman Dalton Doyle. 
Eastern would score a run in both 
the third and fourth innings before 
scoring three times in the sixth, with 
two of the runs coming on DiLuca's 
second double of the game. 
Shortstop Trey Sweeney drove in 
Diluca two batter later. Doyle would 
score the Panthers' ninth and final run 
on a wild pitch in the seventh. 
Eastern would have to come from 
behind to win game two after the Red-
hawks jumped ahead with a pair of 
unearned runs in the first inning off 
Eastern redshjrt-junior Trevor Nich-
olson. 
A two-out error by Sweeney on a 
grounder hit by catcher Andrew Keck 
allowed the first run to score. The next 
ADAM TU MINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Left: Eastern rightfielder Dane Toppel celebrates a 3-run double that put the Panthers ahead 6-4 in game two of a doubleheader against Southeast Mis-
souri March 27. Eastern would win 8-4. · 
Top Right: Eastern redshirt-senior Alex Stevenson releases a pitch in game two of a doubleheader against Southeast Missouri March 27. He pitched 3.2 
shutout innings in the game, allowing 2 hits and getting the win in an 8-4 Eastern victory. 
Bottom Right: Eastern redshirt-senior Foster Anshutz releases a pitch in game two of a doubleheader against Southeast Missouri March 27. He pitched 4 
shutout innings, allowing 4 hits and getting the save in an 8-4 win for the Panth~rs. 
batter, first baseman Austin Blazevic, 
drove in Keck. 
The Redhawks scored twice more in 
the second. Three of the first four hit-
ters would single off Nicholson, with 
the third single driving in a run. 
Redshirt-senior Alex Stevenson 
came into the game for Nicholson, 
and the Redhawks would get one more 
run on a passed ball. 
Stevenson got the next two hitters 
out to end the inning, then pitched 
three more shutout innings, allowing 
just 2 hits and striking out three bat-
ters. 
Doyle scored for the Panthers in the 
bottom of the second as Eastern start-
ed chipping away at the Redhawks' 
lead. Rightfielder Dane Toppel drove 
in a run on a single in the third and 
then scored on a Knernschield ground-
out to bring the Panthers within one 
run. 
Eastern would grab the lead in the 
fourth when Toppel came up with 
the bases loaded and then promptly 
cleared them with a double to put the 
Panthers ahead 6-4. 
Sweeney was up next, and he hit a 
home run over the center field fence to 
give Eastern an 8-4 lead and end the 
day's scoring. It was Sweeney's seventh 
home run this season, which ranks sec-
ond in the OVC. 
Redshirt-senior Foster Anshutz 
pitched the final four innings for East-
ern to pick up his second save of the 
season. 
Anderson said that the pitchers were 
able to remain confident despite allow-
ing 9.7 runs per game in the first two 
conference series, allowing just 9 runs 
total in three games against Southeast 
Missouri. 
"We were going through a tough 
stretch of schedule where the hitting 
has been really good, and so it's hard 
to keep confidence up," he said. "This 
was the big test for that this weekend, 
and they came through with flying col-
ors." 
Going forward, the Panthers will 
host Illinois State for a single game 
Tuesday before continuing conference 
play on the road against Belmont with 
a game April 2 and doubleheader April 
3. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtuminO@eiu.edu. 
Football team falls short late against Murray State 
By Adam Tumino 
Editor-in-Chief I @adam_tumino 
The Eastern football team was leading 
No. 19 Murray State 27-13 in the third 
Sunday, and seemed to be in solid posi-
tion to pulls off an upset win. 
But the Racers would score the final 28 
points of the game, winning 41-27 to re-
main unbeaten on the season. Eastern fell 
to 1-4 this season with the loss. 
Murray State would open the scor-
ing in the game when freshman running 
back Damonta Witherspoon scored from 
a yard out with just under three minutes 
lefi in the first quarter. 
Eastern responded just over eight min-
utes of game time later when freshman 
quartetback Otto Kuhns hit a wide open 
Robby Lofton for an 18-yard touchdown. 
It was the first touchdown of the season 
for the redshirt-senior receiver. 
The teams would then exchange field 
goals and the score was tied l 0-10 enter-
' 
ing halftime. 
Murray State received the second half 
kickoff. On the very first play of the half, 
Eastern redshirt-senior Mark Williams 
picked off Racers' quarterback Preston 
Rice and ran it back 38 yards for a touch-
down. 
It was Williams' second interception 
and his first pick six since the 2017 sea-
son. 
A Murray State field goal cut Eastem's 
lead to 17-13, and on the first play ensu-
ing Panther's possession freshman run-
ning back Jordan Smith ran for an 80-
yard touchdown, the first of his career. 
Stone Galloway added another field 
goal on Eastern's next drive to extend 
their lead to 27-13. 
The Racers took over the game from 
there, scoring touchdowns on their next 
two drives and fidd goals on the next two 
drives after that. 
They would score one final touch-
down with just under four minutes lefi in 
I • 
the game. 
Eastern's final eight drives of the game 
ended with three punts, three turnovers 
and two turnovers on downs. 
Kuhns struggled a bit in his third ca-
reer start, passing 1 0-for-26 for 141 yards, 
a touchdown and 2 interceptions in the 
fourth quaner that hampered Eastern's 
comeback efforts. He also ran the ball 13 
times for 64 yards. 
Smith ended the game with 13 car-
ries for 142 yards and his lengthy touch-
down run. 
Sophomore linebacker Jason Johnson 
led the Panthers in tackles once again with 
11. He had led the team in tackles in each 
of the last four games and now had 55 to-
tal tackles this season. 
Eastern's next game will be at home 
against Jacksonville State on April 3 with 
kickoff scheduled for 3 p.m. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtuminO@eiu.edu. 
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Eastern quarterback Otto Kuhns throws a screen pass in Eastern's 28-20 
win against Tennessee Tech March 21 at O'Brien Field. 
